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David Lives Among the Philistines

1 And David said in his heart, I shall now perish one day by the hand of Saul: there is

nothing  better  for  me  than  that  I  should  speedily  escape  into  the  land  of  the

Philistines; and Saul shall despair of me, to seek me any more in any coast of Israel:

so shall I escape out of his hand.

2 And David arose, and he passed over with the six hundred men that were with him

unto Achish, the son of Maoch, king of Gath.

3 And  David  dwelt  with  Achish  at  Gath,  he  and  his  men,  every  man  with  his

household, even David with his two wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the

Carmelitess, Nabal's wife.

4 And it was told Saul that David was fled to Gath: and he sought no more again for

him.

5 And David said unto Achish, If I have now found grace in thine eyes, let them give

me a place in some town in the country, that I may dwell there: for why should thy

servant dwell in the royal city with thee?

6 Then Achish gave him Ziklag that day: wherefore Ziklag pertaineth unto the kings

of Judah unto this day.

7 And the time that David dwelt in the country of the Philistines was a full year and

four months.

8 And David and his men went up, and invaded the Geshurites, and the Gezrites, and

the Amalekites: for those nations were of old the inhabitants of the land, as thou

goest to Shur, even unto the land of Egypt.
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9 And David smote the land, and left neither man nor woman alive, and took away

the  sheep,  and  the  oxen,  and  the  asses,  and  the  camels,  and  the  apparel,  and

returned, and came to Achish.

10 And Achish said, Whither have ye made a road to day? And David said, Against

the south of Judah, and against the south of the Jerahmeelites, and against the south

of the Kenites.

11 And David saved neither man nor woman alive, to bring tidings to Gath, saying,

Lest they should tell on us, saying, So did David, and so will be his manner all the

while he dwelleth in the country of the Philistines.

12 And Achish believed David,  saying, He hath made his people Israel utterly to

abhor him; therefore he shall be my servant for ever.

HEBREW & GREEK WORD STUDIES

Believe — אָמַן (Aman)

To believe, trust, be faithful

The Hebrew aman (אָמַן) means to believe or
confirm—the root of 'Amen.' It conveys firm trust
and reliability. Abraham 'believed in the LORD;
and he counted it to him for righteousness'
(Genesis 15:6).

Grace — חֵן (Chen)

Grace, favor

The Hebrew chen (חֵן) means grace or favor—
unmerited kindness bestowed by a superior.
Noah 'found grace in the eyes of the LORD'
(Genesis 6:8), receiving undeserved favor.

Judgment — ָט מִש�ְׁפ� (Mishpat)

Judgment, justice

The Hebrew mishpat (ָט means judgment or (מִש�ְׁפ�
justice—God's righteous decisions and
ordinances. God is the Judge of all the earth who
'shall do right' (Genesis 18:25), executing perfect
justice.
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CROSS REFERENCES

1 Samuel 27:1 Parallel theme: Isaiah 51:12. References Israel: 1 Samuel 23:17 

1 Samuel 27:2 References David: 1 Samuel 25:13. Kingdom: 1 Samuel 21:10 

1 Samuel 27:6 Parallel theme: Joshua 15:31; Nehemiah 11:28 

1 Samuel 27:7 References David: 1 Samuel 29:3 

1 Samuel 27:8 Parallel theme: Joshua 13:2; 13:13; 16:10; Judges 1:29 

1 Samuel 27:9 Parallel theme: 1 Samuel 15:3 

1 Samuel 27:10 Parallel theme: 1 Samuel 30:29; Judges 1:16; 4:11; 1 Chronicles 2:9; 2:25 
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